REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
PUTAH-CACHE WATERSHED
ARUNDO ERADICATION PROGRAM

PROPOSALS DUE BY
5:00 p.m., Local Time, Tuesday, August 4, 2020
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS RFQ SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO
TANYA MEYER BY EMAIL, meyer@yolorcd.org.

Yolo County Resource Conservation District
221 West Court Street, Suite 1
Woodland, CA 95695
(530) 661-1668
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SUMMARY

The Yolo County Resource Conservation District (YCRCD) is requesting bids from potential contractors for
Arundo donax and Tamarix parviflora herbicide and biomass reduction treatments for the
implementation of the Putah-Cache Watershed Arundo Eradication Program. YCRCD has acquired the
necessary environmental permits to conduct invasive weed control throughout Yolo County and select
tributaries to Putah Creek in Solano County.
Our program includes multiple years of treatment. Large arundo stands are mowed in the fall, and
aquatic-approved herbicide is applied to resprouting arundo the following summer/fall and in each
subsequent year until no resprouts remain. Some stands require hand cutting, chipping and cut stump
treatment. Scattered clumps of arundo and tamarisk, and arundo stands immediately adjacent to the
river, are sprayed without mowing first. Both power sprayers and backpack sprayers are employed,
depending on site conditions.
Funding is secured and will come primarily from the Wildlife Conservation Board’s Stream Flow
Enhancement Program possible additional funding from private landowners, and other sources.
Attachment B contains more information about the program.
For this RFQ, we are requesting proposals from potential contractors for treating a total of 80 acres of
arundo (and tamarisk if co-mingled) along an estimated 15.5 river miles along Cache Creek, Pleasants
Creek, Dry Creek (and possibly Putah Creek), and on irrigation ditches in mapped locations in Yolo
County. Please see Table 1 below for details on acreage and schedule and Attachment C for maps of
work areas.
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Table 1. Approximate Work Schedule.
Season and Year

Biomass Reduction*

Herbicide Treatment

-Mowing: 15 acres
Summer/fall 2020

-Hand cutting & chipping: 15 acres

Summer/Fall 2021

-Hand cutting & chipping: 10 acres

Foliar spray: 20 acres

Foliar spray: 20 acres
Treat re-sprouts in biomass reduction areas = 40
acres
Summer/Fall 2021
Treat re-sprouts in Foliar treated areas = 40 acres
Re-treat all areas: 60 acres
Summer/fall 2022
(an additional 20 ac will be done by RCDs)
Re-treat all areas: 40 acres
Summer/fall 2023
(an additional 40 ac will be done by RCDs)
- *Actual acreage will depend on completion of Right Of Entry Process

Applicants may provide rates and procedures for any number of these activities. Contracts may be
awarded to multiple entities.
Contracts will be awarded for time and materials based on the rates provided with a Not-to-Exceed
amount listed. Contracts may be awarded for one to four years and may be extended through the
mutual agreement of the contractor and the YCRCD.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS (This schedule is subject to change as necessary)
Issue RFQ

July 15, 2020

OPTIONAL Pre-Proposal Meeting*
(if requested) In-person or virtual

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday, July 27, 2020
Please RSVP by 1pm, Friday, July 24

Deadline for Written Questions

5:00 p.m., Local Time, Tuesday, July 28, 2020

Proposal Submittal Deadline

5:00 p.m., Local Time, Tuesday, August 4, 2020

Estimated Notification of Selection

Friday, August 7-11, 2020

Estimated AGREEMENT Date

August 17, 2020
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Estimated Start of Herbicide Treatment

Tuesday, September 1, 2020

Estimated Start of Arundo Mowing

Tuesday, October 5, 2020

* Contractors who have not seen site conditions in person are encouraged to attend. Virtual site visit is
also an option on request.

YCRCD POINT OF CONTACT

Questions and correspondence regarding this RFQ should be directed to:
Yolo County Resource Conservation District
ATTN: Tanya Meyer, Program Manager
EMAIL: meyer@yolorcd.org (Email is the preferred mode of contact)
PHONE: 530-908-0236 cell

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Applicants must include the following items with their proposal:
__ Cover page (Attachment F)
__ Pricing & experience (Attachment G)
__ References (Attachment H)
__ Staff resumes & work products/outcomes for similar projects
__ Work plan providing details on how project activities will be completed, including the following
information:
- type, size, and amount of equipment that will be used
- methods
- description of crew size and structure
- plans for transportation to sites and lodging (if needed)
- typical flow and timing of work day and work week

SCOPE OF WORK for selected contractor (CONTRACTOR), to be included in subcontract (AGREEMENT)
LANDOWNER COORDINATION/ACCESS
YCRCD will hold on file all necessary copies of applicable Landowner Cooperator Access Agreements
needed for CONTRACTOR. CONTRACTOR will receive and be expected to adhere to the Landowner
Cooperator Access Agreement terms for the properties on which work is performed. CONTRACTOR
may need to coordinate with farm managers or other personnel to gain access through gates, access
water, etc.
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ARUNDO/WEED MAPPING & PROJECT COORDINATION
YCRCD has existing maps of arundo populations in the program area for the CONTRACTOR's use in
planning treatments. These are of high enough resolution to minimize the time needed for locating and
confirming all populations of Arundo donax on each property, but the CONTRACTOR should anticipate
the need for some ground-truthing of the mapped information.
YCRCD uses a mapping system (Collector for ArcGIS) during the course of Arundo herbicide treatment
to show patches of treated and untreated arundo, sensitive habitats, no-disturbance buffers, gate
locations, property lines, etc. CONTRACTOR will have cellular-enabled tablets or phones (at least one
per work crew) to view this information.
CONTRACTOR will work closely with YCRCD biological monitors and other contracted biologists to
implement project activities in compliance with environmental permits.
INVASIVE WEED CONTROL--CHEMICAL AND MECHANICAL
Arundo regrowth in previously-mowed areas, in stands less accessible to mowing equipment, and in
scattered small patches will be controlled through use of approved herbicide application to live plants.
Tamarisk scattered throughout the work areas should also be treated. CONTRACTOR will follow the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife permit conditions for this program.
CONTRACTOR shall create and provide records of herbicide applications to the YCRCD by the end of
each calendar year in which work is completed. The records will include name and manufacturer of
materials used, including EPA Registration number, date of application, amount used, dilution rate, and
location of use.

PERMIT & LICENSE REQUIREMENTS
Eligible CONTRACTORs must possess a current license as a Pest Control Business issued by the
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) in the Right-of-Way Pest Control and Aquatic
Pest Control categories according to CDFA Code Sections 11701 and 12203, and be registered with the
County of Yolo Agricultural Commissioner pursuant to the California Food and Agricultural Code
Section 11732. CONTRACTOR will maintain all required certification and licensing throughout the term
of the AGREEMENT.
CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for application of pesticides according to the label. Transport,
handling, and use of all pesticides shall be in strict accordance with the manufacturer’s label
instructions and all applicable federal and state laws and regulations.
YCRCD has secured Putah-Cache Arundo Eradication Program CEQA documentation and permit
documents, which provide the legal authority to implement this project. CONTRACTOR must
demonstrate understanding of the permit requirements and adhere to them at all times when
performing work for this project. These permit documents may be found at the weblink provided in
ATTACHMENT D of this request. The successful candidate will include a workplan with their bid
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document to summarize how the CONTRACTOR intends to meet the permit requirements.
CONTRACTOR must possess a copy of these permits at all times when present at work areas.

SELECTION CRITERIA
The selection criteria include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Cost estimate for the work, as supported by the Pricing and Experience section (Attachment G)
2. Proof of all licensing and permit possession requirements listed above
3. A project workplan outlining how CONTRACTOR will comply with permit conditions
4. Ability to interact with spatial data as noted in Scope of Work
5. Relevant job experience
6. References (at least three) from prior or current work
This RFQ is not intended to be for an exclusive services agreement. YCRCD retains the right, at its sole
discretion, to award multiple CONTRACTOR(s) and add qualified CONTRACTOR(s) any time for selection
and execution of a contract, provided they meet the minimum requirements of YCRCD.

PRE-PROPOSAL FIELD MEETING
If requested by applicants, an optional pre-proposal meeting may be held on Monday, July 27 from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at one or two representative sites on Putah or Cache Creeks near Winters or Capay, CA,
respectively. The purpose of this meeting is to view representative work sites and discuss questions. No
presentations are required. Please indicate your intent to attend this meeting and receive directions to
the meeting site by contacting Tanya Meyer by 1pm on Friday, July 24. Virtual tour is available on
request.

AGREEMENT TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The CONTRACTOR selected through the solicitation process will be expected to execute a formal
agreement with YCRCD for the provision of the requested services. Please see the sample agreement
form (Attachment A) that follows for details regarding standard terms and conditions to be included in
the Agreement.
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Attachment A: Sample Subcontract
ATTACHMENT A: SAMPLE DRAFT INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT
THIS INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is entered into this ____ day of
__________________by and between the Yolo County Resource Conservation District (“YCRCD”) and
___________________________ (“Contractor”), individually a “party” and collectively, the “parties”).
A. A landowner or landowners (“Landowners”) in the Putah-Cache Watershed have authorized the
YCRCD or its contractors to perform the Services contemplated in this Agreement.
B. The YCRCD desires to retain a qualified independent contractor to provide the Services contemplated in
this Agreement.
C. Contractor represents and warrants that Contractor is qualified to perform the Services in accordance
with the terms and conditions of this Agreement.
NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto mutually agree as follows:
1)
SCOPE OF WORK. Contractor shall perform the services (“Services”) required under this Agreement and
in accordance with the following exhibits which are incorporated herein by this reference:
Exhibit A – Description of Services
Exhibit B - Schedule
Exhibit C - Compensation
Exhibit D - Reporting Requirements
Exhibit E – Grant and Funding Agencies
Exhibit F – State Funding Requirements

The performance of the Services by Contractor shall be strictly in accordance with the following: Grant and
Funding Agreements (when available); Landowner Agreements; Permits (collectively, “Project Documents”) which
are available at https://yolorcd.org/project/arundo-planning-project/ all of which are incorporated herein by this
reference.
2)

CONTRACTOR SHALL:

a) Comply with this Agreement and the Project Documents and fulfill all assurances, declarations,
representations, and statements made by Contractor in support of its proposal to the YCRCD.
b) Cooperate with the YCRCD’s Executive Director, staff, Landowners and other partners working to
implement the Project.
c) Demonstrate understanding of the Project Documents and adhere to them at all times when performing
work for this Project. Contractor shall possess a copy of the Permits or have electronic access to the Permits at all
times when present at work areas.
d) Comply with all applicable Federal, State and local laws and regulations.
3)
CONTACTS. Contractor’s primary contact is the Executive Director of the YCRCD. The Executive
Director may authorize staff or a designee to serve as his/her representative.

YCRCD

7

Attachment A: Sample Subcontract
4)

CONTRACTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES.
a) All work performed by Contractor or under Contractor’s direction shall comply with the terms and
conditions of this Agreement.
b) Contractor’s Services shall be performed in a manner consistent with the level of skill and care ordinarily
practiced by contractors under the same or similar circumstances, and in accordance with accepted practices,
applicable laws and regulations, and the standards applicable to Contractor.
c) Whenever the approval of the YCRCD is required under this Agreement, the YCRCD is not accepting any
professional or other responsibility for the work. Such approval does not relieve Contractor of responsibility for
complying with this Agreement and the Project Documents.
d) By delivery of completed work, Contractor certifies that the work conforms to the requirements of this
Agreement and the Project Documents.
e) Contractor shall not undertake any work beyond the Services outlined in Exhibit A unless such additional
work is approved in advance and in writing by the YCRCD.
f) Contractor shall meet with the YCRCD Executive Director, other personnel or third parties as necessary.
Such meetings shall be held at the request of any party.
g) Contractor shall obtain prior written approval from the YCRCD before assigning or subcontracting any of
the services to be provided hereunder. Any and all subcontracts shall be subject to all applicable terms and
conditions of this Agreement, including, without limitation, insurance and indemnification requirements, licensing,
certification and confidentiality requirements set forth herein. Contractor shall remain legally responsible for the
performance of all terms and conditions of this Agreement, including work performed by third parties under
subcontracts, whether approved by the YCRCD or not.
h) Contractor shall submit to the YCRCD all deliverables identified in this Agreement. Contractor shall submit
an electronic version of all data files and an electronic file of any and all reports. All documents, drawings and work
products prepared or produced by Contractor under this Agreement shall become and remain the property of the
YCRCD, except as otherwise approved in writing by the YCRCD.
i) Contractor shall maintain accurate accounting records and other written documentation pertaining to the
costs incurred for the Project. Such records and documentation shall be kept available at Contractor's office during
the period of this Agreement, and after the term of this Agreement for a period of at least three (3) years after
Project completion or final billing, whichever comes later.
j) Pursuant to California Government Code Section 8546.7, all records, documents, conditions and activities
of Contractor, and its subcontractors, related to the services provided hereunder, shall be subject to examination and
audit. Contractor hereby agrees to make all such records available to inspection, audit and reproduction by the
YCRCD, and any other duly authorized local, state and/or federal agencies, during normal business hours.
Contractor further agrees to allow interviews of any of its employees who might reasonably have information
related to such records by the YCRCD and any duly authorized local, state and/or federal agencies. All
examinations and audits conducted hereunder shall be strictly confined to those matters connected with the
performance of this Agreement, including, but not limited to, the costs of administering this Agreement.
k) Contractor shall maintain books, records, and other documents relating to the Services in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles and practices.
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Attachment A: Sample Subcontract

l) The Contractor’s work in progress shall be reviewed upon request of the YCRCD. If the work is not
acceptable, the YCRCD will inform Contractor of the changes or revisions necessary to secure approval.
5)

TERM AND SCHEDULE

a) The term of this Agreement begins on [the date stated in the Grant Agreement], and shall terminate on [the
date of termination of the Grant Agreement] or when all of the parties’ obligations under this Agreement are fully
satisfied, whichever occurs earlier. The term of this Agreement may be extended by mutual written agreement of
the parties. Services and work provided by Contractor under this Agreement shall be performed in a timely manner
in accordance with the schedule set forth in Exhibit “B” (Work Schedule).
b) In the event that major changes are ordered by the YCRCD, the schedule for completion as stated in Exhibit
“B” (Work Schedule), will be adjusted by the YCRCD so as to allow Contractor a reasonable period of time within
which to complete any additional work which may be required as a result of the ordered changes.
c) Neither party will be held responsible for delay or default caused by declared emergencies, natural disasters,
or any other cause which is beyond the party's reasonable control. Contractor will, however, make all reasonable
efforts to remove or eliminate such a cause of delay or default and will, upon the cessation of the cause, diligently
pursue performance of its obligations in this Agreement.
6)

COMPENSATION

a) For the services performed, the YCRCD will pay Contractor in accordance with the payment schedule
attached hereto in Exhibit “C” (Compensation), but not to exceed the amount as set forth in Exhibit “C”
(Compensation). Contractor will be entitled to “reimbursable” expenses such as travel, lodging or meals,
equipment, personal protective gear, or mobilization, or documentation of the work, only if expressly authorized in
Exhibit “C” (Compensation) of this Agreement.
b) Contractor shall submit invoices for work performed and costs incurred after completing the Services. If
match contributions are required, Contractor shall provide documentation of compliance with match requirements.
The invoice shall generally describe the Services provided, the location, hours worked, the applicable rate or rates,
the basis for the calculation of fees, and a reasonable itemization of costs. Supporting documentation (e.g., receipts)
must be submitted with each invoice. Payment by the YCRCD shall be contingent upon Contractor’s satisfactory
completion of work or appropriate phases or tasks as described in this Agreement.
c) Contractor is encouraged to submit invoices by the 8th of each month to meet the YCRCD’s billing cycle for
Grant and Funding Agencies. Contractor shall submit a final invoice within fifteen (15) days following the
expiration or termination date of this Agreement.
d) Any additional services not included in the scope of Services shall not be provided by Contractor, and no
compensation shall be paid therefor, unless specifically authorized in writing by the YCRCD. All unauthorized
costs and expenses incurred above the not to exceed limit set forth in Exhibit C (Compensation) shall be the
responsibility of Contractor. Contractor shall notify the YCRCD, in writing, at least two (2) weeks prior to the date
on which Contractor estimates that the maximum payable amount will be reached.
e) The YCRCD will disburse funds received from Grant or Funding Agencies to Contractor within thirty (30)
days of receipt of those funds, except to the extent the Grant or Funding Agreements authorizes withholding of
disbursements or retention. The Grant or Funding Agencies and the YCRCD are entitled to withhold retention.
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Attachment A: Sample Subcontract
7)

TERMINATION.

a) This Agreement may be terminated with or without cause by the YCRCD, upon ten (10) days written
notice, except in the event of a material breach of this Agreement by Contractor, in which case this Agreement may
be terminated by the YCRCD upon twenty-four (24) hours notice.
b) If termination by the YCRCD is for cause, including failure to perform the Services required hereunder
within the time limits specified herein, failure to comply with the terms of this Agreement, or violation any
ordinance, regulation, permit or other law applicable to this Agreement, the YCRCD may exercise any of its rights
available under this Agreement or any applicable law or equity, including withholding payment until the default is
corrected by the Contractor.
c) Contractor acknowledges that compensation for Services is subject to availability of funds through Grant or
Funding Agencies. The YCRCD’s payment obligations under this Agreement are contingent upon the availability
of funds from Grant or Funding Agencies. In the event the YCRCD is notified that funding is reduced, delayed or
eliminated, the YCRCD shall, in its sole discretion, determine whether this Agreement shall be terminated. The
YCRCD shall provide at least ten (10) days advance written notice to Contractor of its intent to terminate this
Agreement due to insufficient funding. Upon notice of termination, Contractor will immediately discontinue
providing Services, and take action not to incur any additional obligations, costs or expenses, except as may be
reasonably necessary to terminate its activities. All finished or unfinished work or documents procured or produced
under the Agreement will be submitted to and become property of the YCRCD upon the termination date. The
YCRCD’s only obligation to Contractor will be just and equitable payment for Services authorized by, and received
to the satisfaction of, the YCRCD up to and including the date of notice of termination. Such payment will occur
after the YCRCD’s receipt of payment from the Grant or Funding Agencies, following delivery by the Contractor of
all materials requested by the YCRCD. However, this provision shall not limit any remedies or damages owed to
the YCRCD due to Contractor’s breach of this Agreement.
d) If Contractor is not in default under this Agreement, and if the YCRCD is in material default under this
Agreement, Contractor may terminate this Agreement upon ninety (90) days' written notice to the YCRCD, if the
default has not been cured by the YCRCD within ninety (90) days following the written notice.
8)
REQUIRED LICENSES, CERTIFICATES AND PERMITS. Any licenses, certificates or permits required
by the federal, state, county or municipal governments for Contractor to provide the Services described in Exhibit
“A” (Services) must be procured by Contractor and be valid at the time Contractor enters into this Agreement.
Further, during the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall maintain such licenses, certificates and permits in full
force and effect. Such licenses, certificates and permits will be procured and maintained by Contractor at no
expense to the YCRCD.
9)
INSURANCE. Prior to performing any Services under this Agreement, and throughout the term of this
Agreement, Contractor shall maintain insurance in conformance with the requirements set forth below. Contractor
shall annually provide a Certificate of Insurance to the YCRCD with the following minimum requirements:
•
•
•
•

Certificate(s) will show current policy number(s) and effective dates;
Coverage and policy limits will meet, or exceed, requirements below;
Certificate will be signed by an authorized representative;
All applicable endorsements shall be attached to the certificate.

Contractor shall take out, and maintain during the life of this Agreement, insurance policies with coverage at least
as broad as follows:
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a) General Liability Insurance. Commercial general liability insurance covering bodily injury, personal injury,
property damage, products and completed operations with limits of no less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000)
each occurrence, and Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) in the aggregate. All deductibles and self-insured retentions
must be disclosed and approved by the YCRCD. The Contractor shall promptly pay all deductible amounts to
secure coverage in the event of a claim.
b) Professional Liability Insurance. If professional services are required in the performance of the Services,
professional errors and omissions liability insurance with limits of no less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000)
each claim. Such professional liability insurance shall be continued for a period of no less than one year following
completion of Contractor's work under this Agreement.
c) Automobile Liability Insurance. If Contractor or Contractor's officers, employees, agents or representatives
utilize a motor vehicle in performing any of the work or services under this Agreement, owned/non-owned
automobile liability insurance providing combined single limits covering bodily injury and property damage
liability with limits of no less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per incident or occurrence.
d) Workers Compensation Insurance. If Contractor hires employees to perform services in connection with
the Services, Contractor shall maintain workers’ compensation insurance as required by California law.
e) Additional Insureds. Contractor shall include the State of California, the YCRCD, the Grant and Funding
Agencies, the Landowners; and their officers, officials, employees, agents and volunteers as additional insureds by
separate endorsement under the General Liability and auto policies. The Additional Insured endorsement may
provide “where required by written contract."
f) Waiver of Right to Subrogation. Contractor hereby agrees to waive rights of subrogation which any insurer
of Contractor may acquire from Contractor by virtue of the payment of any loss. Contractor agrees to obtain any
endorsement that may be necessary to affect this waiver of subrogation. The Workers’ Compensation policy shall
be endorsed with a waiver of subrogation in favor of the YCRCD, the Grant or Funding Agencies and the
Landowners for all work performed by the Contractor, its employees, agents and subcontractors.
g) Insurance Not a Limit to Recovery. The insurance policy limits set forth herein shall not act as a limitation
upon the amount of recovery.
10)
INDEMNIFICATION. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Contractor shall indemnify, protect, and hold
harmless the YCRCD, the Grant or Funding Agencies, the Landowners, and their respective members, officers,
agents, employees and representatives (“Indemnified Parties”), from and against any and all claims, demands,
damages, losses, costs (including attorneys' fees), expenses, and liability of any nature (“Claims”) arising from or
relating to the Contractor’s negligence or wrongful acts, the Contractor’s breach of this Agreement, or the
Contractor’s failure to observe or perform, any obligations or requirements of the Contractor under this Agreement
or the Project Documents. The obligations of Contractor under this section include, without limitation, Claims
resulting from failure to adhere to permit requirements or grant conditions. This paragraph shall survive termination
of this Agreement.
11)
LAWS AND VENUE. This Agreement and disputes arising out of or relating to this Agreement are
governed by the laws of the State of California. Any action or proceeding arising out of or relating to this
Agreement shall be brought in the Superior Court of Yolo County, State of California.
12)
INTEGRATION AND MODIFICATION. This Agreement represents the entire understanding of the
YCRCD and Contractor as to those matters contained herein. No prior oral or written understanding shall be of any
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force or effect with respect to those matters covered hereunder. This Agreement may not be modified, amended, or
altered except in writing signed by the YCRCD and Contractor.
13)
ADVICE OF COUNSEL. The parties agree that they are aware that they have the right to be advised by
counsel with respect to the negotiations, terms, and conditions of this Agreement, and that the decision of whether
or not to seek the advice of counsel with respect to this Agreement is a decision which is the sole responsibility of
each of the parties hereto. This Agreement shall not be construed in favor or against either party by reason of the
extent to which each party participated in the drafting of the Agreement.
14)
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS. Contractor and the YCRCD agree that Contractor is an
independent contractor and not an employee of the YCRCD. Any local, state or federal requirements associated
with an employer-employee relationship do not apply here. Contractor agrees to provide the YCRCD with a W-9
form. The YCRCD will not withhold any Federal or State income taxes or Social Security tax from any payments
made by the YCRCD to Contractor under the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Contractor is responsible for
all insurance (workers’ compensation, unemployment, etc.) and all payroll related taxes. Contractor is not entitled to
any employee benefits. In addition, except as the YCRCD may specify in writing, Contractor shall have no
authority, expressed or implied, to act on behalf of the YCRCD in any capacity whatsoever as an agent. Contractor
shall have no authority, expressed or implied, pursuant to this Agreement to bind the YCRCD to any obligation
whatsoever.
15)
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS. This Agreement and all of its provisions shall apply to and bind the
successors and assigns of the parties. No assignment or transfer of this Agreement or any part thereof, rights
hereunder, or interest herein by Contractor shall be valid unless and until it is approved by the YCRCD and made
subject to such reasonable terms and conditions as the YCRCD may impose.
16)
ATTORNEYS’ FEES. If either party shall commence any legal action or proceeding, including an action
for declaratory relief, against the other by reason of the alleged failure of the other to perform or keep any provision
of this Agreement to be performed or kept, the party prevailing in said action or proceeding shall be entitled to
recover court costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees to be fixed by the court, in addition to any other relief to which
such party may be entitled.
17)
YCRCD’S RIGHT TO PHOTOGRAPH AND PUBLISH INFORMATION REGARDING THE PROJECT
AND THE SERVICES. Contractor authorizes the YCRCD to take photographs and video of Project activities,
including the Contractor’s performance of the Services, and photographs and video of the Contractor’s employees.
Contractor authorizes the YCRCD to publish the photographs and video of the Project in reports, brochures, articles,
other printed matter, and the YCRCD’s website and social media pages. If the Contractor does not wish to be
identified by name in these publications, Contractor will notify the YCRCD in writing.
18)

CONFIDENTIALITY.

a) All plans, designs, drawings, specifications, calculations, data, information and reports prepared, obtained,
developed or furnished to or for the YCRCD in the performance of the Services shall become the sole property of
the YCRCD and may not be released, disclosed or published in whole or in part to others without the written
permission of the YCRCD.
b) All information relating to the YCRCD’s business, its employees, current and prospective donors, board or
committee members, volunteers, grantees, grant applicants and vendors obtained during the course of the YCRCD
business is proprietary. All proprietary information that is not known generally to the public or industry shall be
kept confidential and divulged only to individuals within the YCRCD with a need and authorization to receive the
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information. Particular care must be taken to avoid discussion of the YCRCD affairs with third parties, unless
authorization is obtained from the YCRCD or required by law.
c) All files, maps, documents, and working papers of the YCRCD are confidential property of the YCRCD.
Records and files are not to be disclosed to any outside party without the express permission of the Executive
Director of the YCRCD. Confidential information includes but is not limited to: current or prospective donors;
financial records; business, marketing, and strategic plans; personnel and payroll records regarding current and
former employees; the identity of, and contact information for, vendors and suppliers; programs, techniques, and
processes; and any other documents or information regarding the YCRCD’s operations, procedures, or practices.
d) Contractor shall not use any information obtained from the YCRCD or developed in connection with this
Agreement for any purpose other than fulfillment of Contractor’s obligations under this Agreement. Contractor shall
not disclose any information prepared for the YCRCD or obtained from the YCRCD or obtained as a consequence
of the performance of work to any person other than the YCRCD, or its employees, agents or subcontractors who
have a need for the information for the performance of work under this Agreement unless such disclosure is
specifically authorized in writing by the YCRCD.
e) If Contractor purposely, or through a failure to exercise reasonable care, causes confidential information to
be disclosed, the YCRCD may terminate this Agreement immediately, upon notice. The obligation to keep
information confidential continues after completion of the Services contemplated under this Agreement and after
termination of this Agreement.
f) Contractor shall not use any information related to or obtained during fulfillment of this Agreement for
purposes of advertising. Contractor shall not release any information related to this Agreement to the media,
including, but not limited to, television, radio, newspapers and internet-based media. Contractor shall not consent
to be interviewed by the media concerning this Agreement without the prior approval of the Executive Director of
the YCRCD and Grant and Funding Agencies.
g) Contractor and Contractor’s employees and representatives will not display photographs, video, documents,
or other information obtained during fulfillment of Services under this Agreement that may divulge private or
sensitive information on personal or professional websites, social media, or printed media, in presentations, or in
any public forum without prior written approval of the YCRCD.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the YCRCD and Contractor have executed this Agreement as of the date set forth
below.
“YCRCD”

“CONTRACTOR”

YOLO COUNTY
RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BY: ________________________________
Heather Nichols, Executive Director
221 West Court Street, Ste. 1
Woodland, CA 95695

YCRCD

BY: ___________________________
Name
Address
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EXHIBIT “A”
SERVICES
Contractor shall:
The Services to be provided by Contractor shall be as follows:
_____________________

EXHIBIT “B”
COMPENSATION
Contractor proposes to provide services for the above tasks on a time and materials basis, but not to exceed $
The total cost shall not exceed the amount above without prior written authorization of the YCRCD.

.

Hourly rate or rates
Reimbursables _____
Total NTE: ______

EXHIBIT “C”
WORK SCHEDULE

EXHIBIT “D”
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
The Contractor shall prepare all reports required by this Agreement, the Grant Agreements and any agreements or
documents referenced in the Grant Agreements.

EXHIBIT E
GRANT AND FUNDING AGENCIES

State Grants
______The YCRCD is a grant recipient of a grant agreement through the Wildlife Conservation Law of 1947,
Chapter 4.0 of Division 2, commencing with Section 1300, of the California Fish and Game Code; the Water
Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1), California Water Code Section 79700
et seq.; and the approval granted by the State of California Wildlife Conservation Board, subject to the terms and
conditions of the Grant Agreement (Project ID #2020030). Contractor acknowledges receipt and confirms that
Contractor has reviewed the terms and conditions of the State Grant.

YCRCD
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EXHIBIT F
STATE GRANT REQUIREMENTS

The Contractor agrees to be bound by all applicable provisions of the Labor Code regarding prevailing wages and
shall monitor all contracts subject to reimbursement from this Agreement to assure that the prevailing wage
provisions of the Labor Code are being met.
Pursuant to Government Code §8546.7, the Contractor shall be subject to the examination and audit by the State for
a period of three years after final payment under the Grant Agreement with respect to all matters connected with the
Grant Agreement, including but not limited to, the cost of administering the Grant Agreement. All records of
Contractor shall be preserved for this purpose for at least three (3) years after project completion or final billing,
whichever comes later.
Contractor is subject to State and Federal conflict of interest laws. Failure to comply with these laws, including
business and financial disclosure provisions, will result in the application being rejected and any subsequent
contract being declared void. Other legal action may also be taken. Applicable statutes include, but are not limited
to, Government Code, §1090 and Public Contract Code, §10410 and §10411, for State conflict of interest
requirements.
Contractor, its contractors or subcontractors hereby certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of State of
California, compliance with the requirements of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1990 (Government Code §8350 et
seq.) and have or will provide a drug-free workplace.
Contractor affirms that it is aware of the provisions of §3700 of the Labor Code, which requires every employer to
be insured against liability for workers’ compensation or to undertake self-insurance in accordance with the
provisions of that code, and Contractor affirms that it will comply with such provisions before commencing the
performance of the work under this Grant Agreement and will make its contractors and subcontractors aware of this
provision.
a)
Contractor agrees to expeditiously provide throughout the term of the Grant and Funding Agreements, such
reports, data, information, and certifications as may be reasonably required by the YCRCD and Grant and Funding
Agencies.
Contractor shall name the State, its officers, agents and employees as additional insureds by separate endorsement
on their liability insurance for activities undertaken pursuant to this Agreement.
Contractor shall comply with the nondiscrimination provisions of the Fair Employment and Housing Act
(Government Code §12990 (a-f) et seq.) and the applicable regulations promulgated there under (California Code
of Regulations, Title 2, §7285 et seq.). The applicable regulations of the Fair Employment and Housing
Commission implementing Government Code §12990 (a-f), set forth in Chapter 5 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the
California Code of Regulations, are incorporated into this Agreement by reference and made a part hereof as if set
forth in full. Contractor shall give written notice of their obligations under this clause to labor organizations with
which they have a collective bargaining or other agreement. Contractor shall include the nondiscrimination and
compliance provisions of this clause in all subcontracts to perform work under the Grant Agreement.

YCRCD
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ATTACHMENT B – PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Putah-Cache Watershed Arundo Eradication Program
Project Background
Arundo donax (giant reed or arundo) was introduced into and has expanded throughout many of the waterways in
Yolo County to varying degrees from dense, flow diverting stands to small scattered clumps. For decades, various
organizations and agencies have carried out work to reduce or remove stretches and patches of arundo as well as
several other known riparian noxious, invasive weeds that degrade stream function and habitat including:
tamarisk (Tamarix parviflora and T. ramosissima), Ravenna grass (Saccharum ravennae) and perennial
pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium). However, approximately 256 acres of arundo and about 200 acres of Tamarisk
spp. remain along 96 miles of creeks and waterways in the Putah-Cache Watersheds in Yolo County.
The Yolo County Resource Conservation District (YCRCD) is embarking on a concerted effort to eradicate arundo
from all of Yolo County and a portion of northern Solano County, along with as many of these other noxious,
invasive weeds as is realistic and economical to do concurrently. To do this effectively we will coordinate and
communicate with managers of Solano and Lake County’s adjacent waterways.
The YCRCD is leading a project team of local partners to engage about 400 landowners with arundo on their
property. Several organizations that have a long history of active stewardship in the watershed are working with
YCRCD and include: the Putah Creek Council, the Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee, the Cache Creek
Conservancy, the Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District and the Solano RCD. The proposed
project uses a collaborative, locally-led strategy to leverage existing landowner relationships to achieve full
participation in the project. Long-term success will be accomplished through long-term management agreements
with participating landowners, and securing additional funding to treat for a total of ten years. The project will be
further supported by: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Yolo County Ag Commissioner, University of
California at Davis, Solano County Water Agency, County of Yolo, as well as private landowners.
YCRCD’s project will be funded mainly through grant funding sources. Funding for the first phase of
implementation has been awarded by the Wildlife Conservation Board’s Proposition 1 Streamflow Enhancement
Program. Additional funding may occur through other agencies and programs such as: CDFW, SWRCB, DWR,
IRWM, NRCS, The Natural Resources Agency, USFWS and local supporters.
Project Description
The YCRCD is implementing arundo control from upstream to downstream where possible throughout the
watershed. Specialized contractor expertise will be needed to mow large stands along Cache Creek above the
Capay Dam and resprouts treated with herbicide for multiple years. In most areas, arundo is in smaller patches or
inaccessible to mowers (e.g., arundo along river banks, tangled in native vegetation, or on steep slopes) and will
be treated with herbicide without prior mechanical removal. Larger stands will require hand-cutting, hauling and
chipping before treating in year two.
Mechanical removal of arundo typically involves large tractors equipped with a masticator. Arundo is run over
multiple times to mulch the canes to smaller pieces. No grading is allowed under our permits. Herbicides must be
aquatic formulations. Initial treatments are done with glyphosate, and retreatments may be done with a
combination of glyphosate and imazapyr. Revegetation is primarily through passive recruitment, but some areas
may be seeded or planted to assist with erosion control or habitat enhancement. The Contractor is not responsible
for restoration work.
Future work will continue these methods into new areas in Capay Valley and downstream, along Putah Creek, as
well as “gaps” that are skipped due to lack of landowner permission or other reasons (see Attachment C- Maps of
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Work Areas). Current funding goes through 2024, and the YCRCD is committed to seeking funding to continue the
program into the future.
Landowner Involvement
Landowners electing to participate in our program must sign and return a landowner agreement to legally
authorize us to perform work on their property. We are further requesting participants actively participate by
retreating arundo and tamarisk on their properties after our initial work has concluded. The program’s success
depends on maintaining trust and good relationships with participating landowners and farmers. It is important
for everyone involved in the program, including contractors, to conduct their work in a manner that is respectful
to private property owners.

YCRCD
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ATTACHMENT C – MAPS OF WORK AREAS
The following maps (index and detailed maps) show the distinct work areas. This data can also be viewed in both Google
Earth as a kmz file and GIS shapefiles. The links to these files are here: https://yolorcd.org/project/arundo-planning-project/
Approximate arundo areas are shown as the following:
Red polygons (detailed maps): untreated arundo that is the primary focus of this RFQ and will be treated in 2020 and
Yellow polygons (detailed maps): previously treated arundo that is now at low % cover and needs retreatment in 2020, and
possibly in future years.

YCRCD
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ATTACHMENT D – REGULATORY DOCUMENTATION
The YCRCD holds the following permits for the Putah-Cache Watershed Arundo Eradication Program:
•
•
•
•

CDFW 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA)
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
NPDES Permit and Aquatic Pesticide Application Plan
Central Valley Flood Protection Board Routine Maintenance Agreement

Copies of these permits are available for download on the Yolo County RCD’s website:
https://yolorcd.org/project/arundo-planning-project/

YCRCD
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ATTACHMENT E – REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOS OF PROJECT CONDITIONS

Arundo donax along Cache Creek in Capay Valley in large linear stands that will require mowing with tractor.
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Typical stand of arundo intermixed with tamarisk and overhanging the creek.
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Arundo on Putah Creek where much of the arundo has been treated. Large scattered stands over 0.25 acres will
need to be hand cut, hauled and chipped to avoid large masses of dry biomass creating a fire hazard.
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33

Attachment E - Photos

Arundo on Pleasants Creek, Solano County where stands are inaccessible to mowing equipment. This creek goes
dry in the summer and fall.
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Arundo like this one on Union School Slough is a common site alongside irrigated agriculture fields.
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Arundo regrowth in the spring after mowing in the fall (prior to any herbicide treatment)
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36

Attachment F – Application Cover Page

ATTACHMENT F: COVER PAGE
RFQ # 2020-01
ISSUE DATE: July 15, 2020

Yolo County Resource Conservation District
221 West Court St. Suite 1, Woodland, CA 95695
RFQ TITLE: PUTAH-CACHE ARUNDO ERADICATION PROJECT PHASE 1
Proposals should be emailed to Tanya Meyer by
5:00 P.M., LOCAL TIME, ON TUESDAY AUGUST 4, 2020
For which activity/ies are you submitting this bid (check all that apply)?
__ Mechanical removal
__ Initial herbicide treatments
__Herbicide retreatments

The following must be included in a Cover Page with your submittal in order to validate your proposal.
Proposals submitted without this page will be deemed non-responsive.
PROPONENTS MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING TO VALIDATE PROPOSAL
I hereby agree to furnish the articles and/or services stipulated in my proposal at the price quoted, subject to the
instructions and conditions in the Request for Bids package. I further attest that I am an official officer
representing my firm and authorized with signatory authority to present this proposal package.
Company Name:

Date:

Signature:
Printed Name:

Phone:
Title:

Fax:
E-mail:

Street Address/PO Box: _______________________________________
City: ______________
License No. (if applicable):

YCRCD

State______________ ZIP: ______________
License Classification (if applicable): ___________________
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ATTACHMENT G – PRICING & EXPERIENCE
In Response to RFQ 2020-01
Please attach additional pages if you would like to elaborate on any of the questions below.
Section 1: General Information
Name of Company: ____________________________________________________________
Contact Person:

____________________________________________________________

Email:

____________________________________________________________

Phone:

____________________________________________________________

Fax:

____________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Business type (circle one):

Individual

Corporation

Partnership

Federal Identification Number: ___________________________________________________
California Small Business Certification number: ______________________________________
Expiration date:

______________________________________

Section 2: Experience

2.1. Please describe your experience treating Arundo donax and/or Tamarix spp. through mechanical or chemical
methods. If you have not treated either of these species, please describe experience with similar species or
vegetation types. Include in your description the number of acres treated, the location and environment you were
working in, and methods and equipment used. (1-3 paragraphs)
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

YCRCD
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2.2. Please describe your experience working in sensitive environments. Have you worked alongside biological
monitors? Have you had to observe no-disturbance buffers or other avoidance measures? How have you
implemented best practices or permit requirements for avoiding impacts to sensitive species and environments? (13 paragraphs)
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
2.3. Please describe your experience (if any) using Geographic Information Systems and technology to guide your
work. Have you used Collector for ArcGIS? This will be the main project GIS Platform. Does your firm use ArcGIS
Desktop or online? Have you used Avenza Pdf maps, or handheld GPS units? (1-2 paragraphs)
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Section 3: Materials and Rates
The selected contractor must establish an acceptable billing structure that includes rates for staff, equipment and
materials. On Table 3.1, please fill in staff positions and associated hourly rates for each activity. Treatment activities
will include foliar herbicide applications with backpack and/or power sprayers, above-ground biomass removal using
chainsaws, hand tools, and large mowers, and chipping of any removed biomass. Positions include but are not
limited to: supervisor/foreman, sprayer (power), sprayer (backpack), laborer (site prep), large equipment operator.
Table 3.1. Rates for Staff Positions

YCRCD
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Activity(ies) and Staff Positions:

*if one staff person will perform more than one activity and each activity will bill at different rates, use a separate line
for each rate.

Billable Rate
per Hour

3.2 Do the rates above include any of the following? (check all that apply)
___ lodging ___mileage __per diem __overhead __administration __(other) _________________
3.3. The ratio of personnel on a crew would be:
________ supervisors TO

________sprayers/laborers

3.4. What is the typical number of workers you can provide on:
Weekdays _______________
Weekends _______________
3.5. Do you have any seasonal or other constraints on providing workers?
(circle one):

Yes

No

If yes, please explain.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

YCRCD
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3.6. Can you supply power sprayers?
(circle one):

Yes

No

If yes, how many can you supply? _____________________________________________________________
3.7. Can you supply ATVs to move a power sprayer or materials at the site?
(circle one):

Yes

No

If yes, how many? _____________________________________________________________

On Table 3.6, please fill in the types of equipment and materials you anticipate using, and the costs/rates
associated with each.
Table 3.6 Equipment & Material Resources
Item

Equipment Rates &
Herbicide* per Gallon

*Be as specific as possible

*Herbicides permitted for use in this project include aquatic-approved glyphosate and imazapyr formulations
Section 4: General Conditions
4.1. Can you meet liability insurance requirements? (see Insurance Requirement in Attachment A)
(circle one):

Yes

No

4.2. Can you provide a certificate of insurance with required endorsements in 30 days?
(circle one):

Yes

No

4.3. Can you provide a safety plan no later than ten business days after the contract award is announced?
(circle one):

YCRCD
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4.4. Have you ever been cited in violation of a CA Dept. of Fish and Game/Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
permit?
(circle one):

Yes

No

If yes, please explain: __________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
4.5. Can you provide a current pesticide applicator license?
(circle one):

Yes

No

NA

4.6. Have you ever been cited for pesticide application violation in the past 5 years?
(circle one):

Yes

No

NA

If yes, please explain: __________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Section 5: Mapping and Database
5.1. Will your crew leaders have cellular-enabled tablets or phones in the field to view spatial data in real time?
(circle one):

Yes

No

5.2. Are you and your field crew able to accurately view map information on a tablet or phone and ensure that work
is occurring only on designated parcels with Right of Entry permission?
(circle one):

YCRCD
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Section 7: Price Quote and Certification
In Table 7.1, please provide a quotation of estimated costs per week of work for one or more of the following three
categories: Mowing large arundo stands, initial herbicide treatments of untreated arundo or arundo that has been
mowed (high percent cover), and herbicide retreatments of arundo (low percent cover).
If you wish to provide more than one cost scenario for a particular task based on different crew sizes, please add
columns to Table 7.1, or duplicate the table below.
If overhead, administrative compensation, mileage, lodging, or any other fees are not included in the worker rates,
please list the per-week estimates of these costs in Table 7.1.
Table 7.1 Services provided and cost estimates per week of work
Mowing Large Hand Cut &
Arundo Stands Chip, Stump
Treatment

Initial arundo Herbicide reherbicide
treatments
treatments

Notes

Services provided per week
Number of workers
Number of work days per
week
Average number of hours of
work per day
Estimated total work hours
per week (# workers * #
days*# hours per day)
Estimated average # acres
covered per week
Average costs per week
Field crew (labor)
Administrative/Overhead
Equipment
Materials (herbicide, etc.)
Mileage
Lodging/Per Diem
Other (please explain)

YCRCD
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Total costs per week
Table 3. Vendor Price Quote Summary
Task

Cost per acre

Total Cost

Mowing: 15 acres
Hand Cut & Chip, and cut stump
treatment: 25 acres
Initial foliar Herbicide Treatment,
scattered Arundo: 40 acres
Herbicide Treatment of mowed areas: 15
acres (July 2021)
Follow up treatment on re-sprouts, fall
2021: 30 acres (all cut and chipped and
foliar treated areas from fall 2020)
Follow up treatment on re-sprouts: all
areas 60 acres (fall 2022) (additional 20
ac will be done by RCDs)
Follow up treatment on re-sprouts: all
areas 40 acres (fall 2023) (additional 40
ac will be done by RCDs)
Project Total Cost

$

Please write out total price quote:

________________________________________________________________
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Nondiscrimination Compliance Statement: The prospective contractor's signature affixed hereon and dated shall
constitute a certification under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the bidder has, unless
exempted, complied with the nondiscrimination program requirements of Government Code Section 12990 and
Title 2 California Code of Regulations, Section 8103
Verification: By signing this Bid Quote Form, the bidder assures the state that it has not been convicted of violating
a state, federal law regarding the employment of undocumented aliens, in the preceding five years.
I, the official named below, CERTIFY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY that I am duly authorized to legally bind the
prospective Contractor to the clause(s) listed above. This certification is made under the laws of the State of
California. I understand that failure to submit Bid Form without the appropriate bidder signature will result in
rejection of the bid.

Name and Title
________________________________________
Signature

Date: __________________

In addition, I indicate my concurrence with the following with my initials:
_____ My company and crew will work with the YCRCD project manager and field biologists to assure that permit
requirements are fulfilled.
_____ My company and crew will work with the YCRCD project manager and field biologists to assure that work is
occurring in an effective and efficient manner.
_____ My company and crew will be respectful of the property where work will take place, and work courteously
with farm managers and landowners as needed.
_____ My company will immediately inform the YCRCD project manager of any changes in ability to complete the
work as agreed upon, in terms of scope or schedule.
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________________________________________________________
ATTACHMENT H – REFERENCES
In Response to RFQ 2020-01
Provide a list of at least three (3) customers for whom you have recently provided similar services
(preferably California State or local government agencies) and a brief description of these services. Be
sure to include addresses and phone numbers. Attach additional pages as needed

Reference Name:
City:__________________________
Contact
Phone No.: ( )
Date:
Service Provided:
________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Reference Name:
City:__________________________
Contact
Phone No.: ( )
Date:
Service Provided:
________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Reference Name:
City:__________________________
Contact
Phone No.: ( )
Date:
Service Provided:
________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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