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GROWING FORAGE FOR BEES,
SOIL HEALTH FOR FARMERS
AND SUSTAINABILITY FOR ALL

Seeds for Bees  supports growers and
beekeepers by promoting cover crops that
improve soil health and provide critical forage for
honey bees. 

Growers are uniquely positioned to strengthen
their soil, support honey bee health, and increase
sustainability by planting cover crops. 

The Seeds for Bees cover crop initiative is backed
by research, supported with technical guidance
and tailored to your operation. 

Seeds for Bees  is fully funded by donations from
growers, beekeepers, and corporate partners,
making it compatible with any state or federal
conservation funding.

Scan the QR code to learn more and apply today.

CONTACT US

916-287-3035 

stetcyn@projectapism.org

www.projectapism.org/sfb-home

PO Box 26793 Salt Lake City, UT
84126

ABOUT US

SEED MIXES

POLLINATOR BRASSICA

ANNUAL CLOVER

NITROBUILDER

PURPLE SUN

This deep-rooted, early-blooming
mix boosts pollination during
almond bloom and helps control
nematodes when terminated.
Great for tough areas needing
early forage. Scan the QR code
for more information.

Ideal for low-growing cover
crop needs, this mix can reseed
and fix up to 80 lbs of nitrogen
per acre. Best suited for wetter
conditions. Scan the QR code
for more information.

A drought-tolerant mix that
reduces erosion and adds
nitrogen through vigorous vetch
growth. Can fix up to 100 lbs of
nitrogen per acre. Scan the QR
code for more information.

A long-blooming blend tailored
for beekeepers, featuring honey
bee favorites. Perfect for bee
yards and field edges with lasting
forage year after year. Scan the
QR code for more information.



Cover crops provide a wide array of soil health
and financial benefits for growers such as:

Nitrogen fixation
Reduced soil compaction
Increased water infiltration
Sequestered plant nutrients
A diversified soil microbiome
Weed suppression
Increased soil organic matter
Reduced soil erosion

Termination
Termination timing is largely determined by
the needs of the cash crop and available
moisture. 

For dry climates and for crops harvested off
the ground terminate near early April.

For wetter climates, solid set irrigation
systems, and agriculture systems which do
not require a bare soil surface for harvest,
terminate between April and May before
seeds develop. 

All of Seeds for Bees  cover crops are
designed to be planted in the Fall.

If irrigating: Plant in early to mid-October

If rain fed: Plant shortly before seasonal rains

When to Plant

Why Seeds for Bees ? 

Soil Prep
In most post harvest almond and walnut
orchards preparation is minimal or unneeded.

Generally, for best establishment, clear the
area of weeds, lightly disc the soil, and level it.

How does it work? Cover Crop Management

The Bees Benefit 

The Farmers Benefit

Honey bee forage has been decreasing
throughout the United States which has had
significant impacts on honey bee health,
native pollinator populations, and on the lively
hoods of beekeepers.

Flowering cover crops can provide large
amounts of forage that’s easily accessible to
honey bees and wild pollinators. 

Program Awards

Program Qualifications

Program Requirements

Participants are awarded free cover crop seed
for two years

First Year - Up to $2,500 in free seed
Second Year - Up to $1,500 in free seed

In order to participate applicants must meet
the following criteria:

Located in California
Must plant 4 or more acres of cover crop
Represent a commercial farmer or
beekeeper

Participants are required to submit 2 photos
of their cover crop and fill out an annual
survey each year they are granted free seed


