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The Rominger Brothers belong to a family long-recognized as conservation leaders in Yolo County. Their ranch is
dotted with ponds and corners for wildlife habitat. They manage their fields with a variety of soil management techniques
that promise to reduce inputs, maintain or boost productivity, and sustain their farm’s viability for future generations.
Over the years, members of the family have provided (and
continue to provide) leadership for the Yolo County RCD,
Western Yolo SCD, Yolo County Farm Bureau, Yolo County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District, UC Davis
agricultural programs, the California Department of Food
and Agriculture, and the US Department of Agriculture.
Bruce Rominger is a fifth generation member of this
legacy. Recently, Bruce spoke about his family’s operation,
motivations, and methods for pioneering local conservation on their ranches. According to Bruce, the Romingers
learned about conservation just as other farmers might:
through word of mouth, observing neighbors’ activities,
and attending workshops.
The range of products the Romingers grow, which includes
row and field crops, rice, and wine grapes, affords them
opportunities to experiment with a number of different conservation methods.
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When the Romingers started growing organic vegetables
at the request of a processor, they had to stop using herbicides near their organic fields. As Bruce explained, “We
thought we would plant perennial grasses with insectary
shrubs to control erosion on the hill and [to eliminate]
spray[ing] and disk[ing] to keep the weeds down.” This

method has also been successful in other areas of their land
that are difficult to reach with tractors and that would require frequent hoeing. Using native plants has been very useful
for the Romingers and has enabled them to maintain their
organic production in an efficient and ecological fashion.
Hedgerows are another key component of the
Romingers’ conservation farming methods. Hedgerows
can provide valuable habitat for beneficial insects and small
wildlife and can be a particularly good weed defense along
a roadside. Even though this goes against the “clean farming” approach that many producers learned, establishing
native plants on hard-to-farm land can be a much more
effective method of weed suppression than continual
disking and spraying.
Continued on page 2
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refining conservation tillage and no-till global warming). Bruce believes that “agPhil Hogan
Stephen Jaouen
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thawing to break up the soil,” explained conservation may indeed reach far beyond
RCD Watershed Coordinator Bruce. He added that one of the big prob- the boundaries of any given farm. G
Vance Howard has been helping
Yolo County landowners prepare to
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT FOR RENT OR HIRE
clean up their properties through the
California Integrated Waste ManWant to plant or maintain a roadside or plot of native grass but
agement Board’s successful Farm and
lack the equipment? The RCD can assist you with specialized
Ranch Solid Waste Cleanup and
equipment for native planting and maintenance, including a
Abatement Grant Program. Interharrow, seeder, and mower—all pullable by ATV.
ested rural landowners must work
Contact Jenny Drewitz at 662.2037, ext. 114 for more
with their local RCD, county, or city
information on specifications and rates for rental or hire.
in order to apply for available funds
to remove and dispose of solid waste
illegally dumped on their properties. Upcomin
gW
eed Tour & Da
Upcoming
Weed
Dayy in the District
So far Vance and Putah Creek
Come see why the Yolo County RCD and Weed Management Area are considStreamkeeper Rich Marovich have
enrolled ten landowners who will ered state-wide models in conservation and collaborative solutions! On June 13
potentially receive some of the from 8:30 to 3:30, RCD, Yolo Ag Department, Cache Creek Conservancy, and
$200,000 available this year for eligible Audubon staff will lead a bus tour of selected Yolo County project sites geared
projects such as removal of illegally towards area representatives and legislators.
Participants will enjoy a hands-on look at the RCD and WMA’s cutting edge
dumped trash (i.e., appliances, furniture, and scrap metal), removal of old restoration work, including areas of yellow starthistle and perennial pepperweed
tires and concrete from streambanks, control at Grasslands Regional Park in Davis, Arundo and tamarisk control along
streambank revegetation, and the ex- Cache Creek, and restored native perennial grassland (conducted by Audubon, CA)
cavation, regrading, and revegetation on a ranch near Winters. The tour will wrap up with a ranch-style lunch and tour at
of an old dump site. Installation of the Yolo Land & Cattle Ranch and a brief presentation by Winters farmer and former
barriers to restrict access to frequently Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Richard Rominger.
used illegal dump sites may also qualify
The tour, including transportation, food and materials, is free of charge and
for funding.
open only to the first 40 registrants. Support for the tour, which begins at Grassland
For more information contact Regional Park in Davis, comes from CDFA, CALFED, Yolo County Department of
Vance Howard at 662.2037, ext. 121 Agriculture and the Yolo RCD. To sign up, contact Sue McCloud at 662.2037, ext.
or howard@yolorcd.org. G
119; and for more information, contact Jenny Drewitz at 662.2037, ext. 114. G
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Roadside V
ield Meetin
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On a refreshingly sunny March
morning on the bike path along Russell
Blvd. near County Road 97, about 45
people stood in the crisp breeze to
learn how the RCD and partner agencies transformed the adjacent roadside
from weeds to native grasses. The field
meeting was the fourth in a series
hosted by the RCD that teaches onfarm vegetation and water quality
management techniques. As Jeanette
Wrysinski, Jenny Drewitz and other
speakers explained, using native perennial grasses not only helps manage roadside vegetation, it also provides soil stabilization, controls weeds, enhances
wildlife habitat and increases the aesthetic value of the area.
Ms. Drewitz took the crowd
through the procedures used to revegetate the area, from the initial spraying
of glyphosate to kill the unwanted vegetation, to the maintenance and weed
control currently in effect. She also enthusiastically answered many questions
about the seed mix, procedures, herbicides, and equipment used in the project.

Both Ms. Drewitz and Rick
Landon, the Yolo County Agriculture
Commissioner, described the county

roadside “no spray” and revegetation permits that are currently being
drafted. Mr. Landon explained that
the new permitting requirements
were created in an effort to ensure,
among other things, effective communication and coordination among
agencies and maintenance of “standards of care” along the roadsides.
Ms. Wrysinski reminded those in
attendance that the RCD and the
NRCS have many valuable resources,

such as experienced staff, equipment
(including a mower and a seeder for
rental or hire through the Roadside
Vegetation Management Support
Program), funds for purchases, and
cost-share programs. John Weatherford
of the NRCS spoke briefly about the
latter programs and clarified that the
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) is available to registered
agricultural producers while the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP)
is available to all landowners.
Many people stayed after the presenters concluded to examine the area
and the plant samples that were available and to ask additional questions of
the speakers. One thing that the attendees said they most valued about the
field meeting was the ability to see the
actual site and touch the grasses that
had been planted there. Many commented that this wasn’t merely theory,
but rather the actual practice put into
effect and that being able to examine
the physical results was invaluable. G
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Representatives from 16 farm, conservation and restoration organizations
from Yolo and Solano Counties attended
an unprecedented restoration summit on
March 16th in Winters. FARMS Leadership,
Inc. convened the meeting with expert
facilitation by Kim Stokely of Adopt-AWatershed. The purpose of the meeting
was to learn more about each
organization’s activities, create a common
vision for future work, identify opportunities for collaboration, develop improved
communication among organizations, and
develop strategies to maximize financial
resources to the region.
The summit was a first step in engaging regional restoration organizations
and area landowners, citizens and agencies in discussion about the common
conservation and restoration issues they
face. The group drafted vision and
mission statements and selected representatives responsible for finalizing
the language and for following up with
other attendees. The collaborative effort will continue at the next meeting,
which is open to the public and tentatively scheduled for June.
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Participants completed a pre-summit survey, the results of which will aid
them in future discussions about potential products, collaborations, and
projects. The survey revealed that most
of the respondents consider the greatest obstacles to accomplishing their
goals to be funding (especially longterm), the need for more landowners
and sites to implement restoration
projects, infrastructure and staffing,
partnership overlaps and territoriality,
community interest and volunteerism,
and regulatory barriers.

The participants shared ideas on
how organizations and other stakeholders can work together to create
a unified voice, increase landowner
and knowledge base, and improve
communication and understanding
throughout our communities regarding
the public’s appreciation and awareness
(or lack thereof) of the health of our
local ecosystems.
For more information contact
Mary Kimball, at 795.1520, or
kimball@quiknet.com or Vance Russell,
at 795.2921, or russell@yolo.com. G
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Don’t’t Miss the Legendary R
RCD
Dinner at N
elsons’ Grove!
Nelsons’
Thursday, May 15th

5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Co. Rd. 99E, between Co. Rd. 18 & Coil Rd.
Call the RCD at 662.2037, ext. 119 for information or tickets.
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Yolo County RCD Publications
The Yolo County RCD offers the following items for
sale. To place an order, send your request to Yolo County
RCD - Orders, 221 W
oodland,
W.. Court Street, Suite 1, W
Woodland,
CA 95695
xt. 119
95695; call us at 530.662.2037, eext.
119; or send an
e-mail to mccloud@yolorcd.org
mccloud@yolorcd.org. Tax and shipping and
handling charges must be added to the price of the item(s)
as listed below.

Kid
’s Corner
Kid’s
What do all these
feathered friends have
in common?

Know Your Natives; A Pictorial Guide to
California Native Grasses ....................................... $25
Bring Farm Edges Back to Life! .........................$15
California Native Grass (poster) ....................... $17
Monitoring on Your Farm ....................................$15
Establishing a Hedgerow (video) ....................... $9
Yolo County Soil Survey .................................... $13.92
Shipping & handling:

T hey are all ...

(no charge if item is purchased on site)
1 item: $3.00
2-5 items: $5.00
6-10 items: $10.00
more than 10 items: $15.00
Answer: wood duck, barn owl, hairy woodpecker, tree swallow, house
wren, bluebird. They are all bird box nesters.

Yolo County RCD/NRCS F
ield Office
Field
221 W. Court Street, Suite 1
Woodland, CA 95695
If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically instead of
by mail, please notify Susan McCloud at mccloud@yolorcd.org.

Find project progress reports, events, links, and updated
conservation articles on the RCD website at www.yolorcd.org
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